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Responsive to the action mailed March 13, 2006, applicants elect (i) the invention of 
Group I, i.e., claims 1-15 and 29-41, drawn to a method for preparing an array and method 
of using the array, and (ii) the combination of SEQ ID NOs: 9 and 13, which, as specific primers, 
amplify a variable region. These two primers are listed in the specification, page 17, Table 1. 
The election is made with traverse. 

More specifically, Applicants request that a combination of SEQ ID NO: 9 with one of 
SEQ ID NOs: 14-16 (all listed in the specification, page 17, Table 1) be examined concurrently 
for the following reasons. 

First, SEQ ID NO: 9 and 13-16 are not "unrelated to one another." All of them are 
fragments of the rRNA Gene ITSl regions. See, e.g., the specification, page 25, paragraph 
[0066]. 

Second, according to MPEP 803.04, 



It has been determined that normally ten sequences constitute a reasonable 
number for examination purposes. Accordingly, in most cases, up to ten 
independent and distinct nucleotide sequences will be examined in a single 
application without restriction. In addition to the specifically selected 
sequences, those sequences which are patentably indistinct fi-om the 
selected sequences will also be examined. 



RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



As SEQ ID NOs: 9 and 13-16 are only 5 nucleotide sequences, Applicants request that all of 
them be examined concurrently. 
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Enclosed is a Petition for One Month Extension of Time. The fees in the amount of $60 
are being paid concurrently on the Electronic Filing System (EPS) by way of Deposit Account 
authorization. Please apply any other charges to deposit account 06-1050 referencing attorney 
docket 17329-002001. 
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Date: Mav 12. 2006 /Jianming Hao/ 

Jianming Hao, Ph.D. 
Reg. No. 54,694 

PTO Customer No. 26161 
Fish & Richardson P.C. 
Telephone: (617)542-5070 
Facsimile: (617) 542-8906 



21328314.doc 



